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THE BIBLE STUDENTS' READING GUILD. 



The following questions upon the entire course for the past year will fur- 
nish sufficient material for discussion at the chapter meetings during the 
month of June. Members of the Guild may send written answers to these 
questions to the office of the Institute. (See Postal Bulletin for June.) 

I. The Historical Situation. 

i. Give in general the configuration of the land of Palestine and state 
some of the probable effects of its geographical peculiarities upon (a) 
the history of the nation and (b) the literature of the Bible. 

2. Make a brief statement of the political condition of Palestine in the 
time of Jesus and of the changes which occurred during his time. 

3. Draw a comparison between the Jew and the gentile of this period in 
respect to the home and the social life. 

4. Describe briefly the training of the Jewish child of devout parents. 

5. Discuss the Jewish religious life of the period in relation to (a) its 
foundation, (0) its influence in commerce, trade, society, (c) its repre- 
sentative parties, (d) its centers, Jerusalem, the temple, the synagogue 
(e) its expectations. 

II. The Life of fesus. 

6. Describe the character of the special preparation of the people 
for the coming of Jesus, in the life and work of John the Baptist. 

7. In connection with the preparation of Jesus for his work (a) What 
characteristics of his can be partially accounted for by his home life ? 
(b) What was the significance of the baptism and its attending circum- 
stances ? (c) Of what value to Jesus was the temptation ? 

8. After this preparatory period what attitude toward individuals and 
toward the institutions of society did Jesus immediately assume, as 
shown (a) by his choice of friends and followers, (b) his observance of 
customs, (c) his freedom of speech and action ? 

9. Suggest some reasons why Jesus' longest period of work was performed 
in Galilee rather than in Jerusalem. 

10. Give several characteristics of Jesus as a preacher and teacher, (a) as 
to his ideas, considered in themselves and in relation to the ideas of 
the time, (b) as to the power over those who listened, (c) as to his ulti- 
mate objects. 

470 



AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF SA CUED LITERA TURE. 4 7 I 

II. What can you say of Jesus as a miracle worker as to (a) the motives of 
his action, (6) his methods, (c) the immediate visible results, {d) the 
far-reaching spiritual results ? 

12., Give a summary of the teachings of Jesus concerning (a) his own per- 
son and mission, (b) the proper attitude of men toward God, (c) the 
principles which should govern life and action in relation to one's fellow 
men, (d) the nature and the future of the kingdom of heaven, (e) mem- 
bership in the kingdom and eternal life. 

13. What significance did the transfiguration have in relation to the life 
and work of Jesus ? Did it serve more than one purpose ? 

14. How early and how fully did Jesus perceive that his mission would 
involve his death at the hands of men and what was his attitude in the 
matter ? 

15. What preparations did Jesus make for the continuance of his work on 
the earth after he should have left it ? 

16. Trace the rise, growth and culmination of the hatred of Jesus by the 
Jewish politico-religious parties, and discuss it (a) from the standpoint 
of these parties, (6) from a purely judicial standpoint, (c) from the 
point of view of the Messiahship of Jesus. 

17. Thinking over carefully the character, the purpose, the power, the 
uniqueness of the work of Jesus in connection with the background of 
his times, what conclusion do you reach respecting the nature of Jesus? 
State your answer as definitely as possible and somewhat fully. 

18. What is your opinion of Jesus as an interpreter of the Old Testament 
law. Was his attitude a rejection of the law, an indorsement of it in 
all its details, or a higher interpretation of its principles? 

19. What to you is the significance and value of Jesus' death? Of his 
resurrection ? What would have been the value of either without his 
life? 

20. Summarize very briefly the thoughts of Dr. Brooks concerning the rea- 
sons for the influence of Jesus on the moral, social, emotional, and 
intellectual life of mankind. 



GENERAL INSTITUTE NOTES. 



Popular Courses. Beginning with October 1895, the popular reading and 
study courses of the Institute will, for one year, be devoted to the subject of 
the Founding of the Christian Church. 

Those who wish to read books about this period and in connection with 
them the biblical text of the Acts and the Epistles will become members of 
the Bible Students' Reading Guild. The books chosen for the year 
are as follows : For historical background, Seidel's In the Time of fesus, 
Fisher's Beginnings of Christianity, a special curtailed edition of which has 



47 2 THE BIBLICAL WORLD. 

been prepared for this course ; for the narrative and comment, the Records 
and Letters of the Apostolic Age (now in preparation by Professor Ernest 
DeWitt Burton, one of the authors of the Harmony studied last year) a book 
containing the text of the Acts and the Epistles, with notes and comments, 
the Epistles being inserted in the record in their probable historical position. 
To this will be added the Apostolic Era, by Pressense\ This latter book will 
also bear upon the third topic, the Life and Doctrine of the Church. The 
course will probably be completed by a series of brief biographies of Peter, 
Paul, and John. There will be published in the Biblical World a valuable 
series of introductions and analyses by Professor Burton covering each of 
the books of the Bible contained in the course. An article upon some dis- 
tinct topic relative to the subject will also appear in each number of the 
World. 

The monthly Postal Bulletins to members will be continued, and should 
the membership increase sufficiently to allow the expenditure, other valuable 
material, maps, charts, etc., will be sent from time to time. In order that 
the course may be adapted to the ordinary reader, and also to those having 
a theological training, a list of books for supplementary reading will be sug- 
gested to those who wish to have a more extended course. 

The year properly commences October I, but the regular readings will 
begin in the July number of the Biblical World. Members may therefore 
enroll and commence work July I. The cost of the course, including books, 
magazine and fifty-cent membership fee, will not exceed seven dollars. 

To those who wish to study for a few moments daily, the Bible text alone, 
the Club Course for Organizations for Christian Work will be accept- 
able. This course will also cover the Acts and the Epistles. The marked 
success of this plan of study (four thousand students are now at work) renders 
it unnecessary to make any material changes for the coming year. The 
monthly Direction Sheets will be prepared by a teacher of skill and experience, 
and will suggest to the student in simple practical form an inductive study of 
the material. The course will be equally adapted to clubs and to individual 
students. Clubs varying in size from three to eighty members and in con- 
stituency, of persons from eighteen to fifty years of age have been organized 
during the past year in connection with Churches, Young People's Societies 
of Christian Endeavor, Epworth Leagues, Young Men's and Young Women's 
Christian Associations, Circles of King's Daughters, Chapters of the St. 
Andrew's Brotherhood, in Sunday school classes, in college classes, in the 
home, where a novel but most practical use of the course has been made in 
connection with daily morning worship, giving this service a unity and con- 
tinuity, and affording an opportunity for interesting and informal discussion 
and comment upon the suggestions given in the direction sheet. This course 
also commences October I. In order to have the material for study in the 
hands of members in time to begin on that date the organization of clubs 
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should be completed early in September. Indeed, a judicious agitation of 
the subject all through the summer months may be necessary in order to 
create the requisite interest. 

An interesting pamphlet, prepared by the Rev. O. C. S. Wallace, of 
Toronto, giving from the point of view of the pastor the results in the life and 
spirit of a church conducting regular Bible club work may be secured from 
the Institute office by all those desiring it. The annual membership fee for 
the work will remain as in previous years, the nominal sum of fifty cents. 

Field Work. An Institute was held at Des Moines College, Des Moines, 
Iowa, May 1,2, 3, under the auspices of the Christian associations of the 
college. The lectures were delivered by Dr. C. F. Kent. His subjects were 
as follows : Present Possibilities of Bible Study, The Work of the Prophets 
before Isaiah, The Call of Isaiah, The Testimony of the Monuments (illus- 
trated), The Early Sayings of Isaiah, The Later Sayings of Isaiah. After 
each lecture the meetings were thrown open for discussion. The Institute 
closed with a symposium at which Dr. Kent spoke upon The Messianic Ideals 
of Isaiah ; Mr. Cline, upon Isaiah as a Statesman ; Mr. McMannis, Isaiah as 
a Social Reformer ; Professor Stephenson, Isaiah as a Theologian. The 
deep interest was demonstrated by the large number of fundamental ques- 
tions which were raised at the close of the lecture. 

An Institute was also held at Kalamazoo, Mich., under the auspices of 
the Young People's Union of the city. The lectures delivered by Rev. H. 
L. Willett were as follows : 

(1) General Characteristic of Hebrews, (2) Moses the Legislator, (3) 
Samuel the Judge and Reformer, (4) The Prophets of the Court, Nathan to 
Ezekiel, (5) Isaiah and his Contemporaries, (6) The Prophets of the Exile, 
(7) Post-Exilic Prophets, (8) The Messianic Prophecies. 

The attendance upon the lectures averaged two hundred. As a result of 
this Institute a club of more than forty members for the study of the Fore- 
shadowings ,of Christ was organized, and is enthusiastically at work. A 
second Institute will probably be held in the autumn. 

Summer Work. The full announcement of the summer work, varying 
from lecture courses to regularly organized schools, to be conducted by the 
Institute during the summer, are out, and can be secured by addressing the 
office. 



